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A Historical Overview of Modern China 

Chapter 1: Historical Setting, in Worden, Robert L., Andrea M. Savada, and Ronald E. Dolan. China: A 
country study. Department Of The Army Washington Dc, 1987. Available at: China : a country study / 
Federal Research Division, Library of Congress ; edited by Robert L. Worden, Andrea Matles Savada, 
and Ronald E. Dolan. - Princeton University Library Catalog. 

Chapters 2 and 3, in Mitter, Rana, Modern China: A Very Short Introduction, 2nd edition (Oxford, 2016). 
Available at: Modern China: A Very Short Introduction | Oxford Academic (oup.com). 
 
Additional books for those interested:  

Fenby, Jonathan. Modern China: The Fall and Rise of a Great Power, 1850 to the Present. 
Harper Collins, 2008.  

Harold Miles Tanner, China: From the Great Qing Empire through the People's Republic of 
China (Hackett Publishing Company, 2010) 

 

China’s Nuclear Weapons Policy 

Heginbotham, Eric, Michael S. Chase, Jacob Heim, Bonny Lin, Mark R. Cozad, Lyle J. Morris, 
Christopher P. Twomey, et al. "China's Evolving Nuclear Deterrent: Major Drivers and Issues for the 
United States." Santa Monica, CA: The RAND Corporation, 2017, China's Evolving Nuclear Deterrent: 
Major Drivers and Issues for the United States | RAND 

Wu, Riqiang. "Certainty of Uncertainty: Nuclear Strategy with Chinese Characteristics." Journal of 
Strategic Studies 36, no. 4 (2013): 579-614, Full article: Certainty of Uncertainty: Nuclear Strategy with 
Chinese Characteristics (tandfonline.com) 

Cunningham, Fiona. "Nuclear Command, Control, and Communications Systems of the People’s 
Republic of China." Nautilus Institute, July 18, 2019, NUCLEAR COMMAND, CONTROL, AND 
COMMUNICATIONS SYSTEMS OF THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA | Nautilus Institute for 
Security and Sustainability 

Lu, Yin. " Reflections on Strategic Stability." In Understanding Chinese Nuclear Thinking, edited by Bin 
Li and Tong Zhao: Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, 2016, Understanding Chinese Nuclear 
Thinking - Carnegie Endowment for International Peace 

https://catalog.princeton.edu/catalog/9950122223506421
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https://academic.oup.com/book/676?login=true
https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RR1628.html
https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RR1628.html
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/01402390.2013.772510
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/01402390.2013.772510
https://nautilus.org/napsnet/napsnet-special-reports/nuclear-command-control-and-communications-systems-of-the-peoples-republic-of-china/#:%7E:text=Since%201964%2C%20China%20has%20developed,a%20land%2Dbased%20missile%20force.
https://nautilus.org/napsnet/napsnet-special-reports/nuclear-command-control-and-communications-systems-of-the-peoples-republic-of-china/#:%7E:text=Since%201964%2C%20China%20has%20developed,a%20land%2Dbased%20missile%20force.
https://nautilus.org/napsnet/napsnet-special-reports/nuclear-command-control-and-communications-systems-of-the-peoples-republic-of-china/#:%7E:text=Since%201964%2C%20China%20has%20developed,a%20land%2Dbased%20missile%20force.
https://carnegieendowment.org/2016/10/28/understanding-chinese-nuclear-thinking-pub-64975
https://carnegieendowment.org/2016/10/28/understanding-chinese-nuclear-thinking-pub-64975
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Nuclear-Military-Industrial-Political Complex in China 

Ma, Xiu. "PLA Rocket Force Organization." Blue Path Labs, China Aerospace Studies Institute, October 
24, 2022, PLA Rocket Force Organization > Air University (AU) > China Aerospace Studies Institute 
(af.edu) 

Heginbotham, Eric, Jacob L. Heim, and Christopher P. Twomey. "Of Bombs and Bureaucrats: Internal 
Drivers of Nuclear Force Building in China and the United States." Journal of Contemporary China 28, 
no. 118 (2019/07/04 2019): 538-57, Full article: Of Bombs and Bureaucrats: Internal Drivers of Nuclear 
Force Building in China and the United States (tandfonline.com) 

Stokes, Mark A. "Securing Nuclear Arsenals: A Chinese Case Study." In Nuclear Weapons Security 
Crises: What Does History Teach?, edited by Henry D. Sokolski and Bruno Tertrais: Strategic Studies 
Institute, US Army War College, 2013, https://npolicy.org/books/Security_Crises/Ch3_Stokes.pdf 

Kashin, Vassily, and Lyubov Krasheninnikova. "The China Academy of Engineering Physics, Maker of 
China’s Nuclear Weapons." Far Eastern Affairs 47, no. 1 (2019): 99-117, https://dlib-eastview-
com.ezproxy.princeton.edu/browse/pdf-download?articleid=58081181 

 

China and Arms Control 

Meier, Oliver, and Michael Staack. "Engaging China on Multilateral Arms Control." Arms Control Today  
(December 2022), Engaging China on Multilateral Arms Control | Arms Control Association 

Nancy Gallagher, “China on Arms Control, Nonproliferation, and Strategic Stability,” in James Smith and 
Paul Bolt, eds., China as a 21st Century Strategic Power (Washington, DC: Georgetown University Press, 
2021), https://cissm.umd.edu/sites/default/files/2019-
08/China%20on%20Arms%20Control%2C%20Nonproliferation%2C%20and%20Strategic%20Stability_
082619_0.pdf 

Fiona Cunningham, “Cooperation Under Asymmetry? The Future of U.S.-China Nuclear Relations,” The 
Washington Quarterly 44:2 (Summer 2021), Full article: Cooperation under Asymmetry? The Future of 
US-China Nuclear Relations (tandfonline.com) 

 

Taiwan 

Wakabayashi, Masahiro. "Taiwanese Nationalism and the “Unforgettable Others”." In China's Rise, 
Taiwan's Dilemma's and International Peace, 31-49: Routledge, 2006. 

Blanchette, Jude, and Ryan Hass. "The Taiwan Long Game: Why the Best Solution Is No Solution." 
Foreign Affairs  (January/February 2023), The Taiwan Long Game: Why the Best Solution Is No 
Solution (foreignaffairs.com) 

Porter, Patrick, and Michael Mazarr. "Countering China’s Adventurism over Taiwan: A Third Way." The 
Lowy Institute 20 (2021), 
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/sites/default/files/PORTER%20MAZARR%20Taiwan%20Third%20Way
%20COMPLETE%20PDF%20V1.pdf 

https://www.airuniversity.af.edu/CASI/Display/Article/3193056/pla-rocket-force-organization/
https://www.airuniversity.af.edu/CASI/Display/Article/3193056/pla-rocket-force-organization/
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/10670564.2018.1557945
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/10670564.2018.1557945
https://npolicy.org/books/Security_Crises/Ch3_Stokes.pdf
https://dlib-eastview-com.ezproxy.princeton.edu/browse/pdf-download?articleid=58081181
https://dlib-eastview-com.ezproxy.princeton.edu/browse/pdf-download?articleid=58081181
https://www.armscontrol.org/act/2022-12/features/engaging-china-multilateral-arms-control
https://cissm.umd.edu/sites/default/files/2019-08/China%20on%20Arms%20Control%2C%20Nonproliferation%2C%20and%20Strategic%20Stability_082619_0.pdf
https://cissm.umd.edu/sites/default/files/2019-08/China%20on%20Arms%20Control%2C%20Nonproliferation%2C%20and%20Strategic%20Stability_082619_0.pdf
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Christensen, Thomas J., M. Taylor Fravel, Bonnie S. Glaser, Andrew J. Nathan, and Jessica Chen Weiss. 
"How to Avoid a War over Taiwan: Threats, Assurances, and Effective Deterrence." Foreign Affairs 
(October 13, 2022), How to Avoid a War Over Taiwan | Foreign Affairs 

 

U.S.-China Relationship 

Anonymous. "The Longer Telegram: Toward a New American China Strategy." Atlantic Council  (2021), 
The Longer Telegram: Toward a new American China strategy - Atlantic Council 

Pepinsky, Thomas, and Jessica Chen Weiss. "The Clash of Systems? Washington Should Avoid 
Ideological Competition with Beijing." Foreign Affairs (June 11, 2021), The Clash of Systems? | Foreign 
Affairs 

Weiss, Jessica Chen, and Jeremy L Wallace. "Domestic Politics, China's Rise, and the Future of the 
Liberal International Order." International Organization 75, no. 2 (2021): 635-64, Domestic Politics, 
China's Rise, and the Future of the Liberal International Order | International Organization | Cambridge 
Core 

Rudd, Kevin. The Avoidable War: The Dangers of a Catastrophic Conflict between the Us and Xi 
Jinping's China. Hachette UK, 2022. 

Wang, Jisi. "A Hot Peace: Is a Paradigm in U.S.-China Relations Emerging?". 2, no. 2 (January 2022), A 
Hot Peace: Is a Paradigm in U.S.-China Relations Emerging? – China-CEE Institute 

 

China Study Group Meetings  

 Date Topic 

First Session February 11, 2023 A Historical Overview of Modern China 

Second Session March 24, 2023 China’s Nuclear Weapons Policy 

Third Session April 14, 2023 Nuclear-Military-Industrial-Political Complex in China 

Fourth Session April 28, 2023 China and Arms Control 
 

Fifth Session May 22, 2023 Taiwan 
 

Sixth Session June 13, 2023 U.S.-China Relationship 
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